
28th February 2023

Dear Parents/Carers,

Industrial Action

As you may be aware, ballots have been carried out by a number of teachers’ trade unions to determine

whether their members agree to take strike action, following a dispute which has arisen between the unions

and the government about teachers’ pay. This has not arisen due to any issues at the school.

The outcome of the ballots has been announced, and only the members of NEU have voted to take strike

action. Other unions who balloted did not meet the required thresholds.

The NEU have announced they will be striking on the following dates:

28 February 2023 Schools in North and North-west England, Yorkshire and Humber

1 March 2023 Schools in East Midlands, West Midlands and Eastern region

2 March 2023 Schools in South-east and South-west England and London

15 and 16 March 2023 Two day strike in all schools in England

I am writing to give you as much notice as possible about our plans for Thursday 2nd March 2023 and will

inform you of the arrangements for the remaining strike days as soon as possible. We appreciate the need for

parents and carers to be notified at an early stage so that alternative arrangements can be made for pupils.

As a result of the strikes, we will not have enough members of staff to safely open the school to all students.

The arrangements for 2nd March 2023 are as follows:

● The school will be open to all staff and selected Year 11 and sixth form students on 2nd March
but will be closed to students in years 7 to 10 unless they are vulnerable students and/or
students of critical workers;

● Year 11 students will remain onsite until the end of lunch and will be dismissed at 1.30 pm
● Breakfast club will be available from 7.30 for students who wish to participate;
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Students in Years 7 to 10 are encouraged to study independently at home; they can, for example, access

Mathswatch for maths revision and Seneca for other subjects including English and science.

We continue to work with our union colleagues as this situation develops, and we will endeavour to keep you

updated as soon as possible regarding the remaining strike days. We will distribute any further information to

you by letter and on our website.

If your child is in Years 7 to 10 and is vulnerable and/or if you are a critical worker and would like your child to

be in school on the 2nd March, please contact Miss Rhoden at officeadmin@olchs.co.uk by Wednesday 1st

March 2023.

We fully appreciate the inconvenience that these arrangements will cause some families, and we thank you for

your continued support and understanding during this time.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Andy English

Headteacher
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